Thrombotic Microangiopathies with Rheumatologic Involvement.
Thrombotic microangiopathies are heterogeneous disorders characterized by microangiopathic hemolytic anemia with thrombocytopenia and renal injury. There are a variety of causes, including metabolic disorders, infections, medications, complement disorders, pregnancy, malignancy, and autoimmune disorders. This review focuses on renal thrombotic microangiopathy in the setting of rheumatologic diseases. Systemic lupus erythematosus is the most common autoimmune disease associated with thrombotic microangiopathy. Other etiologies include scleroderma renal crisis and antiphospholipid antibody syndrome, which can be primary or secondary to autoimmune diseases including systemic lupus erythematosus. There have also been case reports of thrombotic microangiopathy in the setting of rheumatoid arthritis and dermatomyositis.